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NOTE:  DO NOT initiate a curtailment of Schedules to mitigate the 20-minute COI overload, 
unless the emergency controller adjustment steps below are unsuccessful.

Condition If the COI is overloaded in the North-to-South direction,
Or an outage in the CAISO Balancing Authority (BA) has decreased the COI 
North-to-South OTC,
Then complete the following actions after using available D/C circulation 
capacity.  
Note: D/C circulation is to be used for as short a time period as practical.

Step CAISO RT Scheduler Actions
1 Call the BPA Mid-Hour Generation Dispatcher located on Page 2, Top Line 

(This is BPA TBL mid-hour Generation phone number).

2 Identify  yourself with your name and that you are representing the CAISO.

3 Tell the BPA TBL mid-hour Generation Dispatcher one of the following:

�x��“The COI OTC is overloaded North-to-South and we need to make a 
real-time emergency controller adjustment of XXXX MWs.  This is a 
counter Schedule and means that BPA will decrease Generation (under-
generate) and CAISO will increase Generation (over-generate).”

OR
�x��“An Outage in the CAISO Balancing Authority area has decreased the 

COI North-to-South OTC to XXXX MW. We need to make a real-time 
emergency controller adjustment of XXXX MWs. This is a counter 
Schedule and means that BPA will decrease Generation (under-generate) 
and CAISO will increase Generation (over-generate).”

Note: Counter schedules will only be used until schedule curtailments are of 
practical use with the intent to only use counter schedules for a period of no 
longer than one hour in duration.

Note:  Integrated numbers will be determined afterwards.
4 Agree with the BPA and CAISO Generation Dispatchers on the ramp start 

time and ramp rate.
5 Notify SMUD Shift Senior of current limits, current situation and the next 

steps, and keep SMUD informed as the situation changes.
Step BPA Actions

6 Adjust  the Dynamic Counter Schedule signal to send appropriate signals to 
the CAISO and SMUD.

Continued on next page
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Step CAISO RT Scheduler Actions
7 Provide the new net interchange number to the CAISO Generation 

Dispatcher.
8 �x��Call the BPA TBL scheduler (BPA C/A Tie Check located on the home 

page) and confirm the amount of the Dynamic Counter Schedule, ramp 
rate, and start time. 

�x��Inform  the BPA TBL scheduler that an integrated number will be supplied 
later.

9 Create a Schedule interchange ID in BITS:
Tie Point: Malin
SC ID: ZISO
Energy Type: DYN
Int. ID: CAISO_BPA_CNTRSCHD
BA: BPA
Total: Value of exchange

Note:  BPA should be able to take the CAISO required northbound Schedule 
under most conditions  (as high as 2,400 MW).

10
After… Then…
Time 
permits,

�x�� Call the BPA TBL scheduler and agree on an integrated 
number on the COI for the hour.

�x�� Log information in SLIC under the Balancing Authority 
counter schedule drop down selection in SLIC.

Note: SMUD is responsible for 21% of the COI counter schedules. 

Example:  COI is overloaded by 900 MWs. The CAISO calls for a 1000 MW counter 
schedule with BPA to get actuals under the OTC limit. BPA sends a Dynamic Counter 
Schedule to CAISO and SMUD. The CAISO increases generation by 790 MWs and 
BPA decreases generation by 1000 MWs. SMUD increases generation by a total of 
210 MWs between SMUD and their delegated agents.


