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Purpose

Defines the process for CAISO Inadvertent Interchange Payback.

Inadvertent Interchange is the difference between net Balancing Authority
actual (metered) interchange (for all interconnections) and net Balancing 
Authority Scheduled interchange for the same period.  

NERC and WECC criteria mandate that Inadvertent Interchange be calculated 
and recorded on an hourly basis.  Inadvertent Interchange is accumulated 
separately for off-peak and on-peak, and the totals are maintained until paid 
back.
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1. Payback Feasibility

To review and determine whether Inadvertent Interchange Payback can be 
accommodated, take the following steps:

Step Real Time Scheduler Actions
1 Determine the current CAISO Inadvertent Accumulation by reviewing 

the WIS Spreadsheet located in:
I:/ISO Scheduling/Actual & Dynamics/WIS Worksheet.xls

2 Review the Weekly WECC Inadvertent Report to determine the 
availability of a Balancing Authority with accumulated like-time (i.e., 
on-peak or off-peak) Inadvertent Interchange of an opposite algebraic 
sign.
The Weekly WECC Inadvertent Report may be found in the following 
directory: I:/ISO Scheduling/Actual & Dynamics/WECC REPORT/

3 Verify  with the Reliability Coordinator that the WECC USF Procedure 
is not in effect and that there are no systems conditions that would 
prevent a Bilateral Inadvertent Payback.

4 Verify  with the Generation Dispatcher that adequate Supplemental 
Energy or other resources are available to accommodate the payback.

5 Limit  Inadvertent Payback with any non-adjacent Balancing Authority
to no more than 25 MW per hour, unless continuous transmission 
ownership or transmission rights exist between the Balancing Authority
doing the payback.

6 Arrange an inadvertent payback schedule with the responsible 
Balancing Authority.

7 Agree on: 
�x MW rate
�x Starting time 
�x Ending time 
�x Total MWH

8 Initiate  the inadvertent payback by entering a schedule into CAS as 
follows:
�x TIEPOINT: MEMOTIE
�x SCID: ZISO
�x ENERGY TYPE: NFRM
�x INTERCHANGE ID: "sending party"_"receiving party"_INAD

EXAMPLE: BPA_CISO_INAD
�x MISC: ISO TIEPOINT i.e. Malin
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2. Communication & Log Entries

Once Inadvertent Payback has been initiated, notifications must be made, as 
well as the transaction recorded.  To perform this, take the following steps:

Step Real Time Scheduler Actions
1 Ensure a WECC message is sent to notify all affected parties of 

inadvertent payback between non-adjacent Balancing Authorities.
2 Ensure bilateral inadvertent paybacks are tagged in accordance with 

NERC and WECC policy.
3 Ensure that the arranged interchange is submitted to the Interchange

Authority for each bilateral Inadvertent Interchange Payback.
4 Inform  the Reliability Coordinator when the inadvertent payback 

begins and ends.
5 Perform a SLIC Log entry that contains details of the inadvertent 

payback, to include: 
�x MW rate and hours of payback 
�x Total payback 
�x The Balancing Authority with which the exchange was 

scheduled
6

If… Then…
Requests for inadvertent 
paybacks are denied either by 
the CAISO or another party,

Perform a SLIC log entry 
stating the reason for denial.

Step CAISO Scheduling Support
7

If… Then…
There are denials of inadvertent 
payback,

Make appropriate WECC 
Committee notifications.
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Supporting Information

Affected Parties �x Adjacent Balancing Authorities
�x CMRC

Responsibilities

Real Time 
Scheduler

Arrange appropriate Inadvertent Interchange payback Schedules 
with other Balancing Authorities.

Scheduling 
Support

Notify WECC committee members of Inadvertent Payback 
denials.

References

�x CAISO Operating 
Procedure

S-311, Real-Time & After-the-Fact Check-Out 
Requirements

�x NERC Standard INT-001-2 Interchange Information

�x NERC Operating Manual - Section 1F, Inadvertent Interchange Dispute
�x WECC Operating Committee Handbook– Section IV, Bilateral Inadvertent 

Payback Scheduling Procedure and Section V, Inadvertent Interchange Accounting 

Policy Inadvertent Interchange accumulated during on-peak is paid back during on-peak, 
and Inadvertent Interchange accumulated during off-peak is paid back during off-
peak.

Inadvertent Interchange is only paid back through bilateral Schedules with other 
Balancing Authorities. All intermediary Balancing Authorities will be advised of 
the Inadvertent Interchange payback Schedule. 

A suitable entry in the Dispatchers’ Chronological Log is made to cover all 
Inadvertent Interchange payback Schedules including the MW rate, hours of 
payback, total payback, and the Balancing Authority with which the exchange 
was Scheduled.  Hourly Inadvertent Interchange accumulations will be compared 
with the Inadvertent Interchange payback Schedule to assure that appropriate 
accounting of the payback has occurred, and that the Inadvertent Interchange 
accumulation is appropriately reduced.

http://www.caiso.com/docs/1998/12/02/199812021757468992.pdf
http://www.caiso.com/docs/1998/12/02/199812021757468992.pdf
http://www.caiso.com/docs/1998/12/02/199812021757468992.pdf
ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/standards/rs/INT-001-2.pdf
ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/standards/rs/INT-001-2.pdf
ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/oc/opman/Apdx1F_BOTApproved_0203.doc
ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/oc/opman/Apdx1F_BOTApproved_0203.doc
http://www.wecc.biz/documents/library/publications/OC/OC_Handbook_Complete.pdf
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Definitions Unless the context otherwise indicates, any word or expression defined in the 
Master Definitions Supplement to the CAISO Tariff shall have the same meaning 
wherever capitalized in this procedure.

Version History

Version Change By Date
Drafted By 3/29/98
Revised By 8/99
Reviewed 11/1/99

2.0 Eliminated the previous method of using the AGC Scheduling 
Display to establish payback and replaced with method of 

memo-tie schedule in BITS. Also added scheduling Notification 
Requirements & limits between non-adjacent Balancing 

Authorities to comply with WECC procedures.

9/19/01

2.1 Changed ISO1 to ZISO 6/26/02
2.2 Annual review - No changes 10/1/02
2.3 Annual review - No changes 10/30/03
2.4 Annual review- with minor edits 10/5/04
2.5 Annual review- with minor edits 1/1/06
2.6 Reformatted 4/6/06
2.7 NERC compliance issues 8/9/07
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Technical Review

Reviewed By Content 
Expert Signature Date

Operations Support

Regional Transmission

Grid Ops

Market Ops

Scheduling

Approval

Approved By Signature Date

Manager of Scheduling

Director of Grid 
Operations
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